such cruelty and barbarism as had been supposed impossible since the dark ages were discovered to be of daily occurrence. The excitement ran its usual course through the periodicals of the day, and disappeared.
We wish we could add that the disappearance of the evils spoken of was equally complete. Much (pp. 101-103.) In concluding this somewhat ungrateful task of criticism, we must bear in mind that a considerable number of the patients in these private asylums ai^e paupers, whose maintenance is paid for by the parishes to which they belong. Some, therefore, of the responsibility falls on the poor-law system, which we cannot but regard as totally inapplicable to the whole question of lunatic treatment. This, while it accounts for the inferiority in the condition of private asylums in Scotland to those in England, is, however, no excuse for neglect of such palpable and primary conditions as fresh air, pure and well-served food, and warm clothing.
